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Wy cempests 
RaGe 


aGe... 
TYPHOONS 
ROAR... 


.- THE 
SKIES CRACK 
apart and 
POUR FORTH 
Chaos. 


I Know 
not what 
ILL FORTUNE 
CONVULSES 
THE MORTALS’ 
CITY OF 


& manaccan... 


Pe 
r _anp 


TROUGH 
LIGHTNING 
Be FIRE... 


-- MSTRESS 
OF BOTA 
BREEZE and 
BLUSTER... 


ARE THESE 
CLIMATIC. 
UPREaVAaLS 
YOUR 
DOING? 


YET HER POWERS, aS 
I RECALL THEM, WERE Ff itr ad 
| INSUFFICIENT TO WREAK 
CRHANGED Sinc 


W AER, 


-- THAT NIGHT, 
now a 
miLtennium 
Gone. 


TRE Rainbow 
BRIDGE! 


-.-OB 
RATHER, TO 
a5GaRD'S 
SRACTERED | 


PRESENT HARD 
PRESSED, MY 
FRIEND. ALL MIDGAaRD 


what 
PROMPTS THIS 
UNTIMELY 


I 
BID yOu 
come TO 
ASGARD, my / 
LORD... 4 


‘...BUT COME 
TO ASGARD, 
THAT WE MIGHT 
BETTER CONFER. 


“MY POWER fas 
WANED WITH OUR 
AROMELAND'S FALL, 

anb I cannot Lone 
Maintain THIS AVATAR.” 


QUAKES FROM 
ROUGA WIND anD 
WEATHER. 


SUBSTANCE 
OF my 
TIDINGS... 


AO! 
“\ HEIMPALL... 


ASGARD. ONCE THE 
: SHINING SUMMIT OF 
-] CELESTIAL CIVILIZATION... 
Now a Vast ExPanse 
OF GLITTERING DUST. 


TO SEE IT THUS 
PIERCES ME LIKE A 
LANCE. YET I MUST 
NOT Give Way TO 
Lamentation. 


50 OUGAT I 
asGaarp's valiant TO SAIBK MY 
GATEKEEPER FOLDS SacRED TRUST 
FaST TO AIS CHARGE || BECAUSE THE CITY 
EVEN AS ASGARD fas ALTERED 
ITSELF LIES DASHED ITS FORM, SON 


THESE 
at flS FEET. OF ODIN? 


BRICKS anD 
Beams ARE YET 
ASGARD, HOWEVER 
DISORDERED, anD I 
am APPOINTED TO 
STAND aS THEIR 
FIRST LINE OF 
DEFENSE... 


-- WITH MY 
FaR-SEEING 
EY4ES, I have 
DETECTED 
THEIR 
Cause. 
THERE IS 
@ VESSEL, aS 
LARGE as a 
WORLD, THAT fAS 
SPED ACROSS THE 
FaR REACHES OF 
SPACE TO THIS 
LOCALITY... 


---anD In THAT 
Capacity have 
I CaLLep You 
RITRER. 


/_.BABRELING THROUGA 
THE CORRIDORS OF 
AYPERSPACE ON 
ITS KEADLONG 

> ERRAND. 


It has 
now PIERCED 
THE CINCTURE OF 
THIS SUN'S DOMINION, 
WHERE ITS PRESENCE 
DISRUPTS ThE 
ORDERLY MOVEMENTS 
OF TRE 
PLANETS... 


YOU SPOKE ~w 
OF THE TUMULTS: 
AnD DISTURBANCES 


--- AnD 
THE NEARER 
IT DRAWS, THE 
GREATER THE 
THREAT IT POSES, 
NOT MERELY 
TO WASTED 
ASGARD... 


SOUNDNESS OF }p 
TRIS VERY 
GLOBE. 


“GO, TRUNDERER... 
SEEK OUT TRIS 
maRauping vessel, fim 
and AALT ITS REIMPALL'S 
FURTRER APPROACH.” ADRERENCE TO DUTY 
- 15 BOTH HUMBLING anD 
DISTRESSING. 


--- ALL TO THE BETTER, 
THEN, THAT AE fAS 
GIVEN ME MORE PRESSING 
MATTERS TO ATTEND. 


THIS NEW PRESENCE 
In THE SOLAR SYSTEM... 
WAAT IS ITS PURPOSE, anD 
WAOSE WILL DRIVES IT? 


I Cannot BUT THINK ZEPHYR 
In SOME MANNER INVOLVED. 
OW ELSE TO ACCOUNT FOR AER 
aPPEARANCE THIS MORNING... 


50 Many 

CENTURIES I WAS THEN BUT A 

AFTER LAST BRASH YOUNG GOD, 
Wwe MET? LACKING ALL HUMILITY, 
and GIVEN TO DISPORT 
MYSELF AMONG THOSE 

I CONSIDERED WELL 

BENEATH ME... 


---ANOTHER 
ROUND! I INSIST 
on one more 
| THROW OF THE DICE, 
THAT I MIGAT 
MaKe GOOD my 


INDEED, 
“SON O1 


FOR ONE 
PW WHO SO BRASHLY 
CLAIMS DIVINITY, 
YOU SEEM ON POOR 
TERMS WITH THE 
GODDESS OF 
CHANCE. 


AER 
name 1S 
NIOPA, AND IT 
15 TRUE, SHE 
Bears me no 
Love. 


not Since 
I Sat On 
On fER PET 
FERRET... 


AND SW we 
SINCE YOU BID YOU 
HAVE NOTHING 600D 
TO WAGER, WE » NIGHT. 
HAVE NOTHING 
TO WIN. 


no- 
actena 
moment-- 


MUCH AS WE 
MIGHT WISH TO 
GRANT YOU YOUR 
REQUEST, YOUR 
RECENT LOSSES 
HAVE LEFT YOU 
DEVOID OF 
COIN... 


TRIS RUBY 
was PLUNPERED 
BY mY FATHER FROM 
TE PWARF BING, WhO 
PRIZED It BECAUSE "1 Cay 
OF ITS AMUSING 
NG SOFTEN any 
CaPaBILITH: 4 ceare RaRDENED 
against ITS 
Bearer. 4 


as SUCH, 

IT 1S OF LITTLE 
USE TO ME, 
FOR NO hEART 
can WithStTanD 
mY aRDEnT 
wooing. 


INDEED, 
WENCH. POUR, 
BEFORE T 
EXPIRE OF 
THIRST. 


VERY 
WELL. WE 
ACCEPT THE 


THAT IS MOST 
COURTEOUS! 


*, SalD THAT THE 
SON OF OPIN 
RENEGES 
On Fis... 


CURSED 
FERRET. 
= A VALIANT 
BI ATTEMPT, my } 
A FRIEND. 


BUT ALAS, 
WE MUST NOW 
RELIEVE YOU 


---BUT 
Walt. WHERE 
fas IT 
Gone? 


IT Was 
RERE BUT A 
moment 


Past. IT...1T 


seems 
TO have 
Vanished! 


x aa 
— 


THUS Was T 
COMPELLED TO 
AUNT HER DOWN, 

and THEN-- 


far On THE 
Planet URaNUS-- 


--That Can 
Be none BUT TRE 
VESSEL HEIMDALL 

WARNED OF. 


ITS SIZE IS 
ASTONISHING -- 
ITS SPEED 
DEFIES BELIEF. 
what manner 


OF CRAFT Can 
IT BE...7 


WITHIN MOMENTS, THE 
LIMPID REFLECTED LIGHT 


ITS TRUE NATUR 
= al 
...BUT ALREADY 
SOMETHING ABOUT | 


IT CALLS FORTH 
RECOGNITION... 


THAT IS | 
€GO, THE LIVING 
* PLANE 


rs ; ‘ I HOPED NEVER aGain . s 
. p TO ENCOUNTER TAI 
COSMIC ABERRATION. 


-.- THIS CELESTIAL BODY 
BOTA BLESSED WITH 
CONSCIOUSNESS, and 
CURSED BY an UTTER 


Lack OF SCRUPLE. 


BUT...OW IS IT 
POSS! THAT EGO 
SHOULD BE HERE 


BY What Means 
DID hE BREAK FREE 
OF AIS ORBIT IN THE 

BLACK GALAXY? 


ONLY AE Can 
SacisFy me On 
AND WRERE DID THESE MATTERS. 
RE ACQUIRE THE 


means tO access 
I must THEN 
BAP ERSP ACE? in Some manner... 


---DRal) THE 
ATTENTION OF an 
ENTIRE WORLD. 


EGO! EGO, 
I WOULD 
SPEAK WITH 
You! 


can 
YOU hEAR 
mMé? DO YOU 
atTTEND? 


WHAT?-- 
WHO DARES 
PRICK AND POKE } 
AT MIGHTY 
EGO? 


OH. IT 
1S YOU, LITTLE 
FIREDRAKE... 4 


---SPEAK UP, IF 
YOU WOULD 6E 
HEARD. AND SPEAK 
QUICKLY, FOR 

\ I AM IN GREAT 


JOURNEY HERE? 

WAAT IS YOUR 

ERRAND IN THIS 
PLaneétary 
SYSTEM? 


INDEED IT DOES. 
YOUR PASSAGE fas 
Caused GREAT haRM 

TO THESE WORLDS, 

AND. WILL CAUSE 

YET GREATER. 


TH 
DOES NOT 
CONCERN 


NH 00 vou nor 


IAT 
STYLE YOURSELF 
THESE WORLDS! 

PROTECTOR?... THEN 

GO AND PROTECT 
THEM. 


WITH THE AID OF MY MALLET, 
MIOLNIB, I Can ADMINISTER TO 
€G0'S SURFACE a GOPBLAST 
THAT WILL RENDER FIM 
FOR a TIME INSENSATE. 


“AV 0 aL Be 


I fave pone THIS Fe 
THING BEFORE; I can Bi 
DO IT YET AGAIN. 


% Zz 


IT WILL NOT HALT AIM, 
BUT IT WILL FINDER Fim-- 
and PERHAPS MaKe AIM 

MORE AMENABLE TO TALK. 


OpINSO 
IDINSON. 
“THE 
TISL s7eancer,” 


es 


inal 4d ¥ 


aigtoes 


COME 
NOW. HAS IT 
BEEN SO LONG 
SINCE OUR LAST 
ENCOUNTER...2 


I CAN SEE 
THOUGHTS 
AS EASILY AS 
YOU CAN 
STARS. 


IT 
RECALL YOUR 
PRETENSIONS TO 
OMNIPOTENCE, 
‘TIS TRUE. 


BUT £ 
HAVE SPENT 
EONS ACCRUING 
POWERS AND 
CAPABILITIES 
THAT MUST MAKE 
\ IT SEEM SO 
TO YOU. 
AND THUS 
I WARN YOU: DO 
NOT ATTEMPT 
TO THWART OR 
HINDER EGO’S 
DESTINY. 


I fap 
TROUGAT 
you aman 

OF SCIENCE, 
NOT Faith. 


BUT IT IS TRUE, L 
AlN DEVOTED TO THE 
DISCIPLINES OF 
EXPERIMENTATION 
WHEN L 
OBSERVATION. WHEN 
7 &G0'S DESTINY, 
I REFER 10 THAT 
HIMGELE WILL 
BUT WAY 
DOES THIS SON CHOOSE. 
COMPEL YOU? 
WO ARE YOU TO 
Take 50 avID an 
INTEREST IN 
€G0'S Fate? 


IS IT NOT 


TO BE 
(COMTIMUED... 
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